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EVALUATING A CONTINUOUS MAINTENANCE 
PROGRAMME 

 

 
 

CHAPTER 1 

 
SECTION 1 BACKGROUND AND DEFINITIONS 

 
I. INTRODUCTION. 

A continuous maintenance programme combines the maintenance and inspection functions used to 

fulfil an air operator/applicant‘s total maintenance needs.  The Nig.CARs Part 9 specifies that each 

operator/applicant must have a maintenance programme adequate to perform the work and a 

separate inspection programme adequate to perform the inspections. This chapter provides a 

background, definitions, and procedures for evaluating an operator/applicant's continuous maintenance 

programme. 

 
A. Definitions. 

 
1. Airworthiness: A condition in which the aircraft, airframe, engine, propeller, 

accessories, and appliances meet their type design and are in a condition for safe 

operation. 

 
2. Inspection: The routine performance of inspection tasks at prescribed intervals. The 

inspection must ensure the airworthiness of an aircraft up to and including its overhaul 

or life limits. 

 
3. Scheduled (Routine) Maintenance: The performance of maintenance tasks at 

prescribed intervals. 

 
4. Unscheduled (Non-Routine) Maintenance: The performance of maintenance tasks 

when mechanical irregularities occur. These irregularities are categorized as to whether 

or not they occur during flight time. 

 
5. Structural Inspection: A detailed inspection of the airframe structure that may require 

special inspection techniques to determine the continuous integrity of the airframe and 

its related parts. 

 
B. Programme Requirements. Basic requirements of a continuous maintenance programme 

include the following: 

 
1. Inspection and when applicable, a continuing structural programme 

2. Scheduled Maintenance tasks and intervals 
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3. Unscheduled Maintenance 

4. Overhaul and Repair 

5. Required Inspection Items 

6. Reliability Programme and condition monitoring if determined by the NCAA 

 
C. Manuals. Instructions and standards for unscheduled maintenance should be in the 

operator‘s technical manuals. The manuals must contain procedures to be followed when 

using these manuals and recording scheduled and unscheduled maintenance. 

 
D. Specific Operating Provisions. Continuous maintenance programmes are approved 

according to the specific operating provisions.  These provisions describe the scope of the 

programme and reference manuals and other technical data.  Details of the programme must 

be included in the air operator‘s manual. 

 
E. Air Operator’s Organisation.  The operator must have an organisation adequate to carry out 

the provisions of the continuous maintenance programme. If the work is to be performed by 

an Approved Organisation, that organisation must meet the same requirements. In 

determining the adequacy of the organisation, the following must be considered: 

1. The complexity of the organisation 

2. The type aircraft 

3. The experience of the personnel 

4. The number of personnel 

 
II. INSPECTIONS. 

 
A. Applicability. During  the  original  certification  process  of  the  air  operator,  the  CAA  

Inspector should ensure that the continuous maintenance programme is applicable to the 

operation in question. In order to do so, the CAA Inspector will inform the operator of the 

pertinent policies, procedures, and requirements of the Nig.CARs. 

 
B. Scheduling. The operator and the inspector should develop a schedule for the submission of 

required documents. 

 
1. Scheduled Maintenance. Maintenance tasks performed at prescribed intervals are 

considered scheduled maintenance. Some of these tasks are performed concurrently with 

inspection tasks and may be included on the same work form. Work forms that include 

maintenance instructions must be provided for a record of the accomplishment of these 

tasks. 

 
a. Scheduled tasks include replacement of life-limited items andcomponents requiring 

periodic overhaul, special non-destructive inspections (such as X-rays), checks or 

test for on-condition items, lubrications, and weighing of aircraft. 

 
b. Prime factors considered for inspection intervals are aircraft utilisation, 

environmental conditions, and type of operation. Examples include changes in 

temperature,   frequency  of  landings  and  takeoffs,   operation   in  areas  of   high 
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Industrial pollutants, and passenger or cargo operations. 

 
c. To ensure proper maintenance, each inspection interval must be stated in terms of 

calendar times, cycles, and hours, as required. 

 
2. Unscheduled Maintenance. Unscheduled maintenance takes place when mechanical 

irregularities occur. 

 
a. Mechanical Irregularities Occurring During Flight Time (Block to Block).  These 

include operational failures and malfunctions and abnormal flight operations, such   

as hard landings or overweight landings. The Aircraft Technical Log, required by 

Nigeria CARs 9.4.1.9, must be used to record each irregularity and its corrective 

action. 

 
b. Mechanical Irregularities Not Occurring During Flight Time. These include all 

other failures, malfunctions and discrepancies, including, but not limited to, 

inspection findings. A discrepancy form or equivalent system must be used to 

record each irregularity and its corrective action. 

 
C. Types of Maintenance. 

 
1. Overhaul and Repair (Airframe, Engine, Propeller, and Appliance).  Maintenance for these 

items, whether scheduled or unscheduled, may be independent from maintenance 

performed on the aircraft. The operator must provide instructions and standards for repair 

and overhaul, along with a method of approving and recording the work.  Appropriate life-

limited parts replacement requirements should be included in this portion of a continuous 

maintenance programme. 

 
2. Structural Inspection. 

 
a. Each level of inspection must be clearly defined in the operator‘s continuous 

maintenance programme. For example, a specific area of the aircraft may require 

only a visual inspection during pre-flight inspection, A,  and B  checks,  but will

require a detailed, X-ray inspection in the same area for a‖ C or D  

check. 
 

b. Some aircraft are subject to a Supplemental Structural Inspection Document 

(SSID), which requires additional age-related structural inspections to be 

incorporated into the maintenance programme. 

 
D. Requirements. If a certificated operator proposes changes to the continuous maintenance 

programme, the CAA Inspector must determine the impact of the revision on the programme. 

Since continuous maintenance programmes vary, depending on the operator‘s complexity of 

operation, the CAA Inspector must become familiar with all of the pertinent technical and 

regulatory aspects of the programme. 

 
E. Return to Service. Through the provisions of Nigeria CARs Part 9 an air operator          who 

uses an equivalent system of maintenance, the return to service shall be signed by a person   or 
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persons licensed in accordance with Nigeria CARs Part 2. The aircraft may be returned to 

service by an Approved Maintenance Organisation if approved by the State of Registry.  As 

such, they are authorised to approve aircraft and/or equipment for return to service and are 

responsible for meeting the requirements of Nigeria CARs Part 5.6.1.4. 

 
1. The persons exercising certificate privileges have always had the responsibility to show 

compliance with regulatory requirements and to make a determination of conformance 

and safety. The need to ensure that a replacement part was produced by a CAA 

approved source is therefore critical. 

 
2. Assigned inspectors, during the process of certification and surveillance, must ensure 

that the operator fully understands Nigeria CARs Part 5.6.1.4 and the resulting 

responsibility to show that any/all part and/or materials used, from any source, are 

airworthy (i.e., conform to the type design), are equal to the original or properly altered 

condition, and have been maintained properly. 

 
3. Additionally, the inspector must ensure that the operator‘s manual contains adequate 

procedures at the incoming inspection to determine the compliance with Nigeria CARs 

5.6.1.4, prior to the material being stocked or used. 

 
III. MAINTENANCE PROGRAMME. The maintenance program must incorporate a set of  procedures  

that ensures the following: 

 
    Maintenance, preventive maintenance, and alterations are performed according to the operator‘s 

manual. 

    Competent personnel, adequate facilities and equipment are provided for the proper performance 

of maintenance, preventive maintenance, and alterations. 

Each aircraft released to service is airworthy 

Airworthiness inspections and required inspections are performed per the operator‘s manual, and 

by qualified personnel 

    That a system is in place that addresses how specific required inspections are developed, 

controlled, and reviewed to ensure the continued airworthiness of aircraft 

 
A. Airworthiness Inspections. Nigeria CARs 9.4.1.2 stipulates that each operator‘s manual 

must discuss airworthiness inspections, including instructions covering procedures, 

standards responsibilities, and authority of inspection personnel. The methods and 

procedures established by the operator‘s manual must be followed as prescribed in Nigeria 

CARs 9.4.1.4. Items not designated as required inspections will also be inspected 

according to the manual‘s instructions. 

 
1. The manual must contain a designation of the items of maintenance and alteration 

that must be inspected. These will include, at a minimum, those items that could 

result in failure, malfunction, or defect, endangering the safe operation of the aircraft 

if maintenance is not performed properly or if improper parts or materials are used. 

Each operator must evaluate its work program to identify required inspections.  

Such  items  may  be  identified  as  ―RII,‖  an  asterisk,  or  any  similar 



AIRWORTHINESS 
STANDARDS 

AVIATION SAFETY 
INSPECTOR GUIDE 

3-6 Revision 01:10th April, 2023 

 

 

 

method. 

 
2. In determining the work items that are to be categorised as required inspections, 

the operator should consider the importance of the following: 

 
a. Installation, rigging, and adjustments of flight controls 

b. Installation and repair of major structural components 

c. Installation of aircraft engines, propellers, and rotors 

d. Overhaul, calibration, or rigging of components such as engines, propellers, 

transmissions, gearboxes, and navigation equipment 

 
NOTE: Many aircraft manufactures of newer type aircraft have developed a recommended list of required 

inspections and should be available to the operator upon request. 

 
IV. INSPECTION ORGANISATION. Each operator must have an organisation adequate to perform 

required inspections. The performance of required inspections must be organised so as to separate 

the required inspection functions from other maintenance, and alteration functions. 

 
A. Personnel Considerations. The operator should maintain a listing of persons qualified to inspect 

its required inspection items. Where such maintenance is performed by other organisations, the 

operator must determine that the contractor maintains such a list. Each individual must be 

identified by name, occupational title, and the inspection items that individual is authorised. 

 
NOTE:  This list of inspection items authorised may have as an example: 

 

A 300B4 aircraft only 

B 777 landing gear only 

General Electric CF6-50 series engines only 

 
1. To comply with these requirements, the operator‘s roster (or the organisation‘s roster) may 

be used. The roster should include a method for positive identification of those who are 

trained, qualified, authorised, and current. 

 
2. Authorised individuals may be informed by letter or by a list showing the extent of their 

responsibilities, authorities, and inspection limitations.  If a list is used, it should be signed by 

each authorised individual to confirm that the authorised person is fully aware of any 

inspection limitations. 
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SECTION 2 - PROCEDURES 
 

I. PROCEDURES. 

When evaluating a continuous maintenance programme, the inspector must: 

 
A. Review the Schedule of Events. If this task is performed as a part of an original certification, 

review the schedule of events to ensure that this task can be accomplished within the schedule. 

 
B. Evaluate the Organisations  Documentation.( REFERENCE:CHECKLIST: CL:O-AWS003 ) 

The continuous maintenance program must contain the following: 

1. A complete description of the operator‘s organisation as it relates to the program, 

including the duties and responsibilities of the relevant individuals. 

2. A list of persons with whom the operator has arranged for the performance of any work, 

along with a general description of that work. 

3. A proper separation of maintenance and inspection functions for the performance of 

required inspections. 

 
C. Evaluate the Inspection and Maintenance Programs. The continuous maintenance program 

must contain inspection and maintenance procedures for the performance of maintenance, 

preventive maintenance, and alterations. These procedures must at a minimum include the 

following: 

 
1. The method of performing routine and non-routine maintenance, preventive maintenance, 

and alterations. 

 
2. A list of designated items that must be inspected. 

 
3. The method of performing the required inspections. 

 
4. A system that addresses how specific required inspections are developed, controlled, and 

reviewed to ensure continued airworthiness of aircraft. 

 
5. The method of designating personnel performing required inspections by occupational 

title, name, and authorisation. 

 
6. Procedures for the re-inspection of work performed as a result of previous required 

inspection findings (buy-back procedures). 

 
7. Procedures, standards, and limits necessary for required inspection, including identifying 

required inspection items within work forms or job cards. 

 
8. Procedures for the periodic inspection and calibration of precision tools, measuring 

devices, and test equipment. 

 
9. Procedures for maintaining records and control of the inspections and calibrations. 

 
10. Procedures to ensure that all required inspections are performed. 
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11. Instructions to prevent any person who has performed any item of work from performing 

any required inspection of that work. 

 
12. Instructions and procedures to prevent any decision of an inspector (certifying staff) 

regarding any required inspection from being countermanded. Only supervisory personnel 

of the inspection unit or an administrative person with overall responsibility for both the 

required inspection and other maintenance and alteration functions can override an 

inspector‘s decision. 

 
13. Procedures to ensure that required inspections, maintenance, and alterations that are left 

incomplete as a result of a work interruption are properly completed before the aircraft is 

returned to service. 

 
14. Work forms, job cards, and detailed procedures for performing inspections and other 

maintenance. 

 
D. Evaluate the Continuous Airworthiness Records/System. The continuous maintenance 

program must contain a maintenance recordkeeping system. The operator must meet the 

requirements of Nigeria CARs 9.4.1.8. In addition, the operator must have a system for the 

retention and retrieval of Continuous Airworthiness Records to provide the following: 

 
1. A description of the work performed 

2. The name of the person performing the work and/or the name of the organization if other 

than the operator. 

3. The name of the person approving the work. 

 
E. Evaluate Personnel.  The continuous airworthiness program must contain the following: 

 
1. Procedures to determine the qualifications of personnel, including management and 

supervisory personnel. 

2. Procedures to ensure that only persons properly trained, authorised, qualified, and current 

perform any required inspection. 

3. Instructions to ensure that those persons performing required inspections are under the 

control of the inspection unit. 

4. Instructions to relieve any person performing maintenance functions from all duties for 24 

consecutive hours during any 7 consecutive day period. (See Nigeria CARs 9.4.1.16 for 

specific instructions involving air operator maintenance personnel). 

 
F. Evaluate the Structural Inspection Procedures (when applicable). This part of  the 

continuous maintenance program must include the following: 

 
1. Corrosion Control procedures 

2. A detailed inspection of areas where maintenance is being performed to detect cracks, 

distortion, and corrosion, to examine attachment of parts, and to determine the condition 

of the area 

3. Maintenance Review Board/manufacturer‘s routine structural inspection  requirements 
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G. Analyse the Findings. 

 
1. Evaluate all deficiencies to determine what, if any, corrective actions will be required. 

 
2. If there are deficiencies in the continuous maintenance program, schedule a meeting with 

the operator to discuss needed programme changes and deficiency resolutions. 

 
3. If there are no deficiencies in the continuous maintenance program, submit the 

manual and checklist to the appropriate General Manager (GM) for approval. 

 

 
H. Appendix 1 

 
The maintenance programme must contain NCAA specific maintenance requirements as specified in 
appendix 1 of this Chapter. 

 



AIRWORTHINESS 
STANDARDS 

AVIATION SAFETY 
INSPECTOR GUIDE 

3-10 Revision 01:10th April, 2023 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 2 - NEW ENTRANT AIR OPERATOR 
 

I. INTRODUCTION. 

 
This chapter provides guidance to CAA Maintenance and Avionics Inspectors to ensure that all new 

entrant air operators utilise  what is referred to in this chapter  as a ―manufacturer‘s recommended 

maintenance program, time intervals, and maintenance processes‖ for initial operation. This is also to 

say that a new entrant air operator under most circumstances should not be allowed to enter into a 

contractual maintenance arrangement with an established air operator or approved maintenance 

organisation using that operator‘s or organisation‘s increased time intervals, revised maintenance 

processes, and/or changed maintenance program tasks until such time that the new operator has 

gained the appropriate operating experience. Deviations from the manufacturer‘s recommended 

maintenance practices, time intervals and maintenance processes may be approved by the CAA only 

after the new entrant air operator gains the appropriate operating experience and has demonstrated   

its ability to properly maintain its aircraft. The implementation of this action will create a standard with 

known or proven benchmarks based on the manufacturer‘s historical data established by other 

operator reported experience related to the product. This will also standardise the starting point of all 

new entrant air operators during the initial certification. 

 
A. Abbreviations. 

1. ISC - Industry Steering Committee 

2. MPD - Maintenance Planning Document 

3. MPG - Maintenance Planning Guide 

4. MRB - Maintenance Review Board 

5. MRBR - Maintenance Review Board Report 

6. MSI - Maintenance Significant Item 

7. OAMP - On Aircraft Maintenance Program 

8. SIP - Structural Inspection Program 

9. SSI - Structural Significant Item 

 
B. Within the context of this chapter, manufacturer‘s recommended maintenance programs may be 

considered documents such as the MPD, MPG, OAMP, etc. Various manufacturer‘s title these 

documents differently. For the purpose of time intervals, a Maintenance Review Board Report, if 

one exists will be used. If an MRBR does not exist, the guidance in FAA Advisory Circular 121-

1A may be used. 

 
C. Documents such as a MPD, MPG, or OAMP provide a starting point for maintenance tasks for 

a new entrant operator. During initial certification, a new entrant air operator‘s maintenance 

program shall be compared with the appropriate manufacturer‘s document/program to ensure 

that all applicable maintenance tasks are incorporated. The MRBR provides a starting point for 

time intervals associated with the maintenance program and new entrant operators must use 

these MRBR time intervals. During initial certification, a new air operator‘s time intervals must be 

compared with those time intervals contained in the MRBR. Maintenance processes may be 

contained in various manufacturers’ documents including those describe above. It must be 

understood that limitations referenced on the product Type Certificate Data Sheets must be 

complied with as well. 
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D. An MRBR is prepared for aircraft intended for air operator use according to the following 

guidelines: An MRBR is normally not prepared for transport category aircraft of less than 5,700 

kg. However for transport category over 5,700 kg and having a maximum certificated takeoff 

weight of over 72,600 kg, an MRB is normally convened and a MRBR generated. 

 
1. An MRBR contains the initial minimum scheduled maintenance/inspection requirements 

for a particular transport category aircraft and on-wing engine programme, but does not 

establish off-wing engine maintenance programmes. It should be developed in 

accordance with the State of Manufacture guidelines and is not to be confused with, or 

thought of, as a maintenance programme. After approval by the NCAA, the requirements 

become a base or framework around which each air operator develops its own individual 

maintenance programme. Although maintenance programmes vary widely from one air 

operator to another, the initial requirements for a particular type of aircraft will be the 

same for all. An air operator‘s total maintenance programme (methods used to implement 

these requirements) must be approved by the NCAA through specific operating 

provisions. 

 
2. Because the MRBR is intended to be an up-to-date document, the manufacture, and the 

MRB Chairperson should conduct a joint review, at least annually, to determine the need 

for a revision. 

 
3. Further guidance may also be provided in the MRBR regarding the means to escalate the 

initial minimum scheduled inspection/maintenance intervals to a level higher than that 

provided as initial intervals in the MRBR. (This guidance will be unique to the aircraft.) 

Escalation guidance should take into consideration the content of like checks and their 

repetitive intervals. A series or sequence of specified checks must be completed and the 

results found satisfactory before escalation of that type check. (Description, type of 

checks, and their intervals would be included in this section of the MRBR.) 

 
4. If there is an escalation procedure contained in the MRBR, the following rule applies: The 

individual check intervals listed in this report may be escalated following the completion of 

the required series or sequence of checks and the satisfactory review of check results  

and approval by the appropriate NCAA Authority, or in accordance with the air operator‘s 

NCAA approved reliability program. 

 
5. Individual task intervals may be escalated based on satisfactory substantiation by the air 

operator, and review and approval by the operator‘s NCAA Authority, or in accordance 

with the air operator‘s NCAA approved reliability program. 

 

 
E. During the initial air operator certification, these maintenance documents shall be compared with 

the air operator‘s proposed maintenance program to ensure that  all maintenance  tasks, time 

intervals and maintenance processes are addressed. The manufacturer‘s documents may not 

contain all of the maintenance tasks, time intervals, and maintenance processes. Additional 

equipment and/or modifications may not be addressed by the manufacturer. Avionics and 

emergency equipment are two examples of what might not be addressed in the  manufacturer‘s 
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maintenance program. The operating environment of the air operator must also be considered 

when reviewing the maintenance program. Operation in extreme temperatures, unprepared 

runway surfaces, and highly corrosive environments are examples of additional criteria that shall 

be considered for inclusion in the maintenance program. 

 
F. Maintenance and Avionics inspectors who are assigned to an air operator that have contracted 

with the manufacture of the airplane or engine for a customized maintenance program, to be 

utilised as the air operator‘s own maintenance program, must also be reviewed for adherence  

to the procedures described above. 

 
G. During the maintenance program review, NCAA inspectors may need to contact the 

Engineering or Certification Departments of the state of manufacture for guidance on a particular 

MRBR, MPD, MPG, OAMP, as necessary. 
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Appendix 1 
 

SPECIFIC MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS. 
 

1. AIRCRAFT BATTERY CAPACITY CHECKS.  Aircraft batteries shall be maintained in accordance with the 
manufacturer's recommendations. In the absence of any manufacturer's instructions the following periods 
apply: 

 
a. Lead acid Battery - not exceeding 3 months: capacity check, bench test 
b. Ni-Cad Battery - not exceeding 4 months: capacity check, bench test. 

 
2. EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT. The required Emergency Equipment will be maintained to a programme based 

on the equipment manufacturer's recommendations. In addition, the following requirements are complied with 
in the Maintenance Programme: 

 
Emergency equipment is to be checked for correct complement, stowage, installation and expiry date(s) at 

suitable periods. 
First Aid Kit(s) contents are checked at periods not exceeding 12 months. 

 
3. EMERGENCY ESCAPE PROVISIONS (as applicable) 

a. Portable Valise Type Life rafts. At the appropriate Overhaul Period, 10% of all life rafts installed in fleets 
will be test inflated using system bottle and release mechanisms. 

b. Door and Escape Chutes/Slides. Shall be maintained in accordance with the manufacturer's 
recommendations 

c. Emergency Exits/Hatches. All emergency exits and hatches are functioned by both internal and external 
means at periods specified in this Maintenance Programme. In the absence of manufacturer's specific 
recommendations these occur at suitable periods not exceeding 6 months elapsed time. 

 
4. FLEXIBLE HOSES. Flexible hoses shall be inspected, overhauled or life limited in accordance with the 

manufacturer’s recommendations. 
 
In the absence of manufacturer's recommendations, hoses shall be subject to a programme of pressure 
testing at periods not exceeding 6 years from installation and 3 yearly thereafter, or in accordance with an 
alternative programme as agreed by the NCAA. 

 
5. FUEL/OIL SYSTEM CONTAMINATION CHECKS. Consumable fluids, gases etc.  uplifted  prior  to  flight  will 

be of the correct specification, free from contamination, and correctly recorded 
 
Fuel system water drain checks are to be carried out in accordance with the MCM /CAME procedures. 
 
The procedures shall be in accordance with the manufacturer's recommendations. In the absence of 
manufacturer's recommendations, the frequency of the water drain checks shall be approved by the NCAA. 

 
6. PRESSURE VESSELS. Oxygen/Nitrogen pressure  vessels  are  to  be  overhauled  or  tested  in  

accordance  with manufacturer's recommendations. In the absence of any such recommendations the periods 
specified in British Standard Institute Standard (BSI) BS5430 are applied. 
 

7. SEAT BELTS AND HARNESSES. In the absence of manufacturer’s recommendations, all installed seat belts 
and harnesses shall be subject to a programme of Detailed Visual Inspection at periods not exceeding 6 
months. 
 

8. AIRWORTHINESS NOTICES.  NCAA Airworthiness Notices (or All Operators’ Letter) detail additional 
maintenance requirements. Procedures are in place to assess all Airworthiness Notices on a continuing basis 
for applicability to aircraft maintained to this Maintenance Programme. Where necessary relevant 
maintenance tasks are included in the Maintenance Programme. 
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9. VITAL POINTS AND CONTROL SYSTEMS. Whenever inspections are made or  work  is  undertaken  on  

vital  points, flying or engine control systems, a detailed investigation must be made on completion of the task 
to ensure that all tools, rags or any other loose articles which could impede the free  movement  and  safe 
operation  of  the  system(s)   have been removed and that the system(s) and installation in the  aircraft zone   
are clean and unobstructed. 
 
If, as a result of the application of tasks associated with the programme, any part of either the main or any 
associated system is dismantled, isolated, adjusted,  repaired or  renewed,  that  part  of the system(s)  which  
has  been  disturbed  shall  be  subjected  to  an  independent  inspection  in  accordance  with  Nig.CARs 
5.6.1.5 

 
10. MAINTENANCE APPLICABLE TO SPECIFIC AEROPLANE OPERATIONS.   The Maintenance 

Programme contains the necessary tasks required to ensure continued compliance with additional special 
authorisations/approvals: 
 

a. Automatic Approach and Automatic Landing CAT I /CAT II /CAT IIIa / CAT IIIb 
b. Minimum Navigation Performance Specifications (MNPS)  
c. Reduced Vertical Separation Minima (RVSM) 
d. Extended Range Operations with two-engined aeroplanes (ETOPS) Sea Pilot transfers 
e. Offshore operations 
f. Helicopter Emergency Medical Service (HEMS) Transportation of Dangerous Goods 
g. Other (Specify) ................................. 

 
11. CUSTOMER FURNISHED EQUIPMENT (CFE/VFE/BFE).  The Maintenance Programme contains the 

necessary tasks required to ensure continued airworthiness of additional equipment fitted to this aircraft. 
 

12. ENGINE AND APU MAINTENANCE PROGRAMME.  The Maintenance Program should include both 
engine on-wing and off-wing tasks as contained in the applicable Engine/APU Maintenance Manual 
Chapter 4 & 5. 
   

13. FLIGHT RECORDER SYSTEMS Reference: Nig.CARs IS 7.8.1.4 
Approval, Operational Seviceability and Readout of Flight Recorder Systems. 
 
The Maintenance Programme should contain the necessary tasks required to ensure that the Flight Data 
Recorder System(s) remain serviceable with regard to the parameters to be recorded and the duration of 
recording. 
 
Inspections of Flight Recorder System 
For aircraft required to be equipped with any type of recorder: Prior to the first flight of the day, the 

built-in test  features for the flight recorders and flight data acquisition unit (FDAU), when installed, will 

be monitored by manual and/or automatic checks. 

 
Flight data recording (FDR) systems or aircraft data recording systems (ADRS), cockpit voice 
recorders (CVR) systems or cockpit audio recording systems (CARS), and airborne image recorders 
(AIR) systems or airborne image recording systems (AIRS) shall have recording system inspection 
and analysis intervals of 12 months. Nig.CARs IS 7.8.1.4 contains the specific requirements for the 
inspections and analysis 
 
Calibration of Flight Recorder System 
 
The FDR system will be calibrated as follows: 

 

(a) for those parameters which have sensors dedicated only to the FDR and are not checked 

by other means, recalibration shall be carried out at least every five years or in 

accordance with the recommendations of the sensor manufacturer to determine any 

discrepancies in the engineering conversion routines for the mandatory parameters and to 

ensure that parameters are being recorded within the calibration tolerances; and 
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(b) when the parameters of altitude and airspeed are provided by sensors that are dedicated to 

the FDR system, there shall be a recalibration performed as recommended by the sensor 

manufacturer, or at least every two years 

  
14. MODE "S", “C” TRANSPONDER  ICAO  24-BIT  AIRCRAFT ADDRESSES  

The correct Mode S address should be periodically confirmed for  each  transponder  installed  on  the 
aircraft, via a field test set at an appropriate maintenance opportunity (not to exceed a 2 year  periodicity). 
This task should be incorporated into the Approved Maintenance Programme. 
 

15. IN-FLIGHT ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEMS (IFE) The Maintenance Program should include IFE 
maintenance tasks as recommended by the OEMs/vendors. 
 

16. COCKPIT VOICE RECORDERS 
          Reference: Nig.CARs IS 7.8.1.4(b) (5 & 6) 

 The maintenance programme should contain the necessary tasks required to ensure the Cockpit Voice 
Recorder (CVR)     system   remains   serviceable.   In   the   absence   of   maintenance   tasks   
being   prescribed   by the TC / STC holders or original equipment manufacturer, the annual 
inspection specified in the referenced Nig.CARs shall be followed. Also, if the interval specified by 
the TC/STC holder is less restrictive than the Nig.CARs interval, the more restrictive interval shall be 
followed. 
 

17. COMPASS SWING 

The Maintenance Program should contain the necessary tasks required to ensure that the Compass Swing 
is carried out as per manufacturer’s recommendation. In the absence of any manufacturer’s instructions 
the following periods apply. 
 

a.  1 year for compasses in aircraft intended for IFR flight or Commercial Air Transport.  

b. 2 years for aircraft intended only for VFR flight and not to be flown at night or for instrument flight 
training. 

 
18. AIRCRAFT WEIGHING 

The Maintenance Program should include the aircraft weighing details. The following should be used as 
guide: 

a. The aircraft will be weighed and the position of its centre of gravity determined as contained in 

the Instructions for continuing airworthiness published by the TCDS Holder.  

b. Modifications, repairs or aircraft painting which may adversely affect the weight and 

performance of the aircraft should result in the weighing of the aircraft.  

c. In the absence of the published instruction in (a) above or the maintenance event in (b) 

above, the aircraft should be weighed at five year intervals or at such other times as the 

NCAA may require. 

 
 
 

 

 

 


